
 
 

 

PTA President’s Message 
With parents having a choice in where they send their 
children to school next year, I am proud to say our 
school is a great place to send our children for a quality 
education as well as an enriching environment for all 
children!  I encourage you to be a cheerleader for DDES 
as your friends and neighbors ask you about your 
experience at the school, and if you aren't aware of what 
DDES has to offer make sure you check out the new 
school website at www.dillardes.net. 
  
As you may be aware, our Fall fundraising efforts fell a 
bit short of our goals, and the PTA Board has decided to 
offer some optional activities that will generate income 
for the programs and activities we offer to our school.  
First, continue to send in your Box Tops to help us reach 
our goal of $3,000 from that resource.  We are about half 
way to the goal, and if every child in the school brought 
in just 25 box tops we would raise what we need to 
reach that goal.  The next due date for Box Tops is in 
February so send in any you have been collecting to 
your child's teacher or drop them off in the Box Tops 
display in the library. 
 
Another endeavor we have decided to add is a special 
Parent's Night Out sponsored by Championship Martial 
Arts on February 11.  The PTA will receive a donation of 
$10 for the first sibling and $5 for any additional siblings 
participating in this activity. 
 
Finally, we are working with an art company to arrange 
an optional art fundraiser for those families who are 
interested.  This will include having your child create a 
picture that will then be featured on items you may 
purchase for yourself.  We hope to have this project 
completed in time for Mothers' Day so parents can 
consider purchasing items for grandmothers.  
  
Thank you all for being a positive support for your 
children and the staff at our school! 
 
Tonya Wollum, DDES-PTA President 
 

DDES Principal’s Message 
Happy New Year and welcome back! I hope that all of 
you had a wonderful, restful, and happy holiday break! 
 
Students and teachers are back to school, hard at work! 
In the early part of January, students are taking 
benchmark exams. These exams will give us an idea of 
where they are currently performing academically, and 
will give our teachers important information they can use 
to help the students to SOAR academically. 
Don’t forget that round one of the new student 
assignment plan is active effective January 17. If your 
child is currently enrolled at Dillard Drive Elementary, 
and you want to stay, you do not have to do anything. If 

you have a rising kindergarten student, you will have to 
go online and choose a school after they have been 
registered. If you have questions about registration or 
school choice, please visit the school’s web site for a link 
to information about the plan. 
 
I am very excited about the new clubs we are organizing. 
Based on feedback from parents, we have organized 
these opportunities for our students. At this time, our 
“club day” will be Wednesdays immediately after school 
from 3:45-4:30. We chose Wednesday because many of 
our teachers and students are involved in after school 
tutoring programs on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We are 
ending the activities at 4:30 in order to allow you plenty 
of time to participate in your family activities that you 
may be involved with on Wednesday evenings. Club 
sponsors will be sending home information specific to 
their clubs. 
 
We continue updating our web site with new information. 
Please be sure to frequently visit the site for updates 
about our school, as well as upcoming events and 
activities. You also can find more information there about 
the choice plan for student assignment and our new club 
offerings. The website address is: www.dillardes.net 
 
As always, thanks for your support! 
James Douglas 

Dates to Remember 
Feb 6: Candy Gram Preorders Due 
 
Feb 9: Cultural Arts Program: transit Vocal Band   
 
Feb 8-13: Candy Grams Sold from 8:30am - 9:45am 
 
Feb 11: Championship Martial Arts Parents Night Out 
 
Feb 13-23: Parents for Lunch 
 Feb 13: Grade K 
 Feb 14: Grade 1 
 Feb 15: Grade 2 
 Feb 16: Grade 3 
 Feb 22: Grade 4 
 Feb 23: Grade 5 
 
Feb 14: Teacher’s Treat Tuesday: Chocolate 
 
Feb 16: Reading EOG Night 
 
Feb 17: Early Release Day at 1:15 pm 
 
Feb 20-21: Teacher Work Days 
 
Mar 3: Jellybeans Skate Night (Date Change) 
 
Mar 9: Class Pictures (Date Change) 
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Counselor Corner 
Our character trait for February is Integrity- being 
honest, truthful, and trustworthy.  Our fifth graders are 
finishing up a unit on bullying and conflict resolution.  We 
are reviewing bullying prevention strategies the students 
learned in third and fourth grades.  Then, we are 
focusing on learning strategies to stay calm and handle 
conflict effectively.   Second grade students will learn 
about bullying prevention through the use of the Wake 
County Positive Behavior Support and Intervention 
curriculum (PBIS).  We will be learning the phrase “Stop, 
Walk, and Talk!” as we focus on handling bullying in an 
appropriate way.  First grade students will begin a unit 
on academic habits that will help them be more 
successful with schoolwork.  We will emphasize good 
listening skills, responsibility, and completing work.   
 
February is also “LOVE THE BUS” month.  We will be 
working with students on projects to display our 
appreciation for bus drivers and our commitment to safe 
and respectful bus behaviors.  I continue to be proud of 
our students for earning an outstanding number of 
SOAR cards within our school building, and we want to 
connect the same positive behaviors to the bus rides to 
and from school.  Finally, please continue to check my 
website regarding middle school Open House dates and 
other important information.  Thanks! 
 
Angela Poovey, School Counselor 
apoovey1@wcpss.net 
www.ddescounselor.weebly.com 

From the Dragonfly Café 
Nutrition and public health experts agree that milk is an 
important part of a healthy diet. Milk provides 8 essential 
nutrients: calcium, protein, vitamins A, D and B12, 
riboflavin, phosphorus and potassium. Together, these 
essential nutrients help strengthen bones, build and 
repair muscles and keep you and your family full and 
satisfied. 
 
As an everyday drink choice, 
chocolate milk has significantly 
less added sugars than that of 
soft drinks and popular fruit juice 
drinks. Most of the sugar in 
chocolate milk is lactose, the 
natural sugar found in all milk, 
while all of the sugars in 
nutrient-poor sodas are added 
sugars. To compare TruMoo Chocolate Milk benefits and 
your favorite drink:  http://www.trumoo.com/switcheroo/ 
 
Plain milk (purple cartons) is normally provided at lunch 
in addition to flavored milk (blue cartons).  If a student 
cannot find plain milk in the milk cooler, (s)he may ask 
cafeteria staff to help locate plain milk in the cooler. 

Media & Technology 
The results are in, and thanks to PTA and the support of 
parents, teachers, and students we reached our Book 
Fair's financial goal of $8,000.00! Our portion of these 
earnings amounted to $2,000.00. We will use this money 
to purchase books for our school library.  
 
Make sure to check out the school website, 
www.dillardes.net, student work is posted on many of 
the grade level pages. We are currently in the process of 
linking a site to our homepage that will be full of student 
work.  
 
In Media and Technology we are focusing on creativity 
and imagination and how they help us solve problems. 
Fourth grade is starting an animation project with 
GoAnimate. This project will focus on North Carolina. 
Third grade is starting a cartooning project with ToonDoo 
(both funded with grants from PTA). Second grade is 
getting ready to begin a project using Kerpoof. We are 
still in desperate need of assistance with 1st Grade 
classes (10:50-11:35) in both Media and Technology. 
 
Thanks for your continued support, 
Kathy VanDeventer and Amanda Blakley 

Cultural Art News 
transit vocal band, the second Cultural Arts event for the 
school year, will be held Thursday, February 9, 2012.   
 
Formed in 2005, transit is a dynamic vocal band that 
emphasizes engaging live performances. From beautiful 
ballads to soul-shaking funk, transit performs a wide 
variety of music sure to entertain any audience. 
Customized for each age level and utilizing 
demonstration, sing along, call and response, and 
Q&A, your students explore the world of contemporary a 
Cappella.  They provide a time where they take a look at 
popular American music from the a Cappella 
perspective, showing students the power of the human 
voice to transform any music into something new and 
exciting.  transit incorporates a broad range of the 9 
National Standards for music education and students will 
come away with an understanding of the historical roots 
of a Cappella, how a Cappella arrangements are 
composed, the ability to recognize the various forms of a 
Cappella, and a better appreciation for a new form of 
music that they can experience and use to enrich their 
lives. 
 
This program is supported by a grant from the United 
Arts Council of Raleigh and Wake County, Inc.  
Additional support is provided by the North Carolina Arts 
Council, a division of the Department of Cultural 
Resources. 
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From the Hospitality Committee 
Teachers and staff are so appreciative of the treats 
offered by our caring volunteers every month. Here's 
what some of the teachers are saying... 
  

"Lunch was delicious today! Thanks to everyone 
who worked so hard to put together such a 
wonderful meal for us. I dread packing my lunch 
every day, so it was very nice to not have to do that. 
Thanks again for all you do for the teachers at 
Dillard Drive." Ms. Price-3rd grade 
  
"Thank you so much for this and all that you do! We 
REALLY appreciate it!" Mrs. Smith -1st grade. 
  
"How nice! Thank you for all that you do to support 
Dillard!" Mrs. Encarnacion - Title 1  
 
"Thank you so much.  Everything was awesome!" 
Elaine Austin 

  
Some of our teachers & staff have asked for the recipes 
for the Buffalo Wings Dip, the yeast rolls with cream 
cheese, the corn chowder, etc. We'll post the recipes on 
the DDES/PTA web page when available to us. 
  
For February, the month of friendship & chocolate, we 
are calling all bakers (and non-bakers) to bring treats 
made with chocolate like fudge, devil cake, brownies, 
chocolate cupcakes to celebrate Valentine's Day on 
Tuesday, February 14th. The drop off will be in the 
morning from 8:30 to 12 noon. We'll have the coffee and 
the hot chocolate ready! We'll send out a SignUpGenius 
to all our volunteers. Thank you for your participation 
and support! Anniewongkaiser@aol.com 

Wake County Special Education 
Open House 
Where: Broughton High School 

723 St. Marys Street, Raleigh 
When: Thursday, March 1st 

6pm Doors open 
7pm Welcome from Dr. Lisa Grillo,  
              Asst. Superintendent of Special Education 
7:30pm Information Sessions begin 

 
Information Sessions: Attend sessions on transitions, 
types of classrooms and programs, creative ways to 
invite inclusion into your school.  
 
Resource Fair: Get up to date information from support 
groups, recreation and leisure providers, 
afterschool/track-out programs and much more! 
 
No childcare is available for this event. For more 
information see http://seacopenhouse.com/ or call the 
SEAC at 919-322-9254. 

Candy Grams are Coming! 
Mark your calendars.  Candy Grams will be sold before 
school (8:30am – 9:45am) on February 8-13 and 
distributed on February 14. Each Candy Gram is 50 
cents.  Preorders will be taken through Monday, 
February 6 and additional forms are available at 
www.ddespta.org.  Send a sweet treat to a friend!   

Parent's Night Out   
A Parent’s Night Out for DDES students is being 
sponsored by Championship Martial Arts on Tryon 
Woods Dr on February 11 from 7-9 PM. The fun evening 
will include basic karate, games and a pizza dinner for 
your children while you have an evening out.  The cost is 
$15 for your first child and $10 each additional child, and 
the PTA will receive a donation of $10 for the first child 
and $5 for any additional children.  Space is limited to 30 
children so reserve your spot today.  For additional info 
see flyers in Tuesday folders or email pta@ddespta.org. 

Free Workshops  
The Wake Special Education and Inclusion Committee 
(SEIC) and the Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center 
(ECAC) are sponsoring two free workshops for families 
with Children who have disabilities or special needs. 
 
Date: Feb 6 2012 6:15 PM - 8:30 PM 
Location: Crossroads II, 110 Corning Rd, Cary, NC 
CHOOSE ONE Workshop! 
 
Writing Effective IEPs: “The Basics and Beyond”  
The components of the IEP – Individualized Education 
Program. How to actively participate in the development 
of your child’s IEP. Writing measurable goals and 
objectives. Strategies and tips for successful meetings.  
Monitor your child’s program and progress and more! 

 
Transition Throughout the School Years: 
Transitions are a natural part of growing up. Thoughtful 
planning and preparation will help to make times of 
transition as smooth as possible. Join us and learn more 
about: what to expect during typical transition times 
(preschool to Kindergarten, Elementary to Middle 
School, Middle to High School, etc.); how to prepare 
your child for transitions; how to address anticipated 
transitions with your child’s teacher(s) and in your child’s 
IEP; and strategies for smooth transitions! 
 
Space is limited so please register today to guarantee a 
seat at a workshop.  To register, follow the link to the 
workshops at www.wake-seic.org/upcoming-events 
 
For information or questions, info@wake-seic.org. 
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Box Top News 
We are half way towards our $3,000 mark and we don't 
want to fall behind. Please make sure to send all your 
collected Box Tops to school to be counted towards our 
goal no later than Wednesday, February 22nd. We can 
certainly use the money for more technology equipment 
for the classrooms! Learn more about ways to earn 
money for our school by visiting WWW.BTFE.COM. 
Each Box Top is worth 10¢. Collect them all! 
 
 
 
 
Send collected Box Tops and Labels for Education in a 
bag or envelope labeled “PTA Box Tops” or “PTA Labels 
for Education” in your child’s backpack. 
 

Relink your Harris Teeter VIC Card 
The DDES earnings since Aug 1 with the Harris Teeter 
Together in Education program were less than $150, too 
low for DDES to receive a check mid-school year!  Harris 
Teeter VIC cards must be relinked every school year. 
You can access the online site to relink your VIC card 
from the DDES PTA website Fundraising page:  
 
http://www.ddespta.org/fundraising10.html 
 
Link your Harris Teeter VIC Card (#3530) and your 
Food Lion MVP Card (#212860) to DDES!!!  

Follow us Online… 
School Website: www.dillardes.net  
DDES-PTA Website: www.ddespta.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DDESPTA  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/DDESPTA 

 

 
The Dragonfly Dispatch is the monthly PTA communication about news and events at DDES as well as opportunities to 
volunteer.  If you would like to receive more frequent updates, send an email to pta@ddespta.org to join the DDES PTA 
email list! 
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Celebrate Valentine’s Day with Candy Grams! 

Send Candy Grams to your teachers and friends for 50 cents each. Use this form to preorder your Candy Grams. 

Complete and return with payment ($0.50 per candy gram) cash or check (made to DDES-PTA) in an envelope      

addressed to PTA by  Monday, February 6th.    Additional preorder forms can be obtained on line at http://www.ddespta.org 

Candy Gram 

To: __________________________________________________ 

From: ________________________________________________ 

Teacher: _____________________________________________ 

Message: ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Candy Gram 

To: __________________________________________________ 

From: ________________________________________________ 

Teacher: _____________________________________________ 

Message: ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Candy Gram 

To: __________________________________________________ 

From: ________________________________________________ 

Teacher: _____________________________________________ 

Message: ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Candy Gram 

To: __________________________________________________ 

From: ________________________________________________ 

Teacher: _____________________________________________ 

Message: ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Candy Grams will be sold at school from 8:30am to 9:45am on:  

   Wednesday , February 8 th  Thursday, February 9 th  Friday, February 10 th   Monday, February 13 th  

All Candy Grams will be delivered on Valentineôs Day, Tuesday , February 14 th . 

 


